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New Covid-19 Pandemic Practice Updates 

We are making every effort to keep you informed and up-to-date with changes.  We are aware the changes 
are coming fast and furiously.  You are all doing a great job. We truly appreciate your dedication and 
professionalism while caring for our patients each and every day.  

 
New Gown Guidelines: Effective 4/1/2020- ONE gown is to be used by each nurse for each patient they are 
assigned for their shift.  In the event the gown is soiled please do not use Virex, or any other disinfectant 
spray, on the gown while you are wearing it.  If the gown needs to be disinfected, it must be properly doffed, 
wiped down with a hospital approved wipe, or clean cloth wet with Virex, and allowed to thoroughly air dry. 
 
Masks: Many cloth masks have been donated by members of our community. Cloth masks are NOT to be 
worn on any COVID-19 Unit. Cloth masks can only be worn in non-patient care areas.    Wash the mask at 
home after each shift.  
  
State of Emergency Documentation Policy: Effective 4/2/2020- Thursday we will be implementing the 
following changes:  

Not required during this time: 

 Interdisciplinary Plan of Care documentation 

 Patient Education 

 ADL (activities of daily living) documentation on the Shift Flowsheet 

 On-going risk assessments (e.g. Morse Falls Risk Assessment, Braden Scale) 
               

    Required at this time:  

 Patient assessments and re-assessments on the flowsheet  

 Risk assessments only on admission Braden, Morse Risk (not daily) 

 All medication administration (MAK) 

 All Treatments & Response to treatment & prn Medications 

 Vital signs/early warning scoring (MEWS); 

 Ordered Assessments (e.g. neuro checks, CIWA, I&O) 
 
Medication Safety:  During this State of Emergency, please prevent contamination of WOW and scanners.  
You must scan your employee ID, scan the medication & over-ride the scanning of patient ID.  Document the 
reason: State of Emergency.  Perform patient identification at the patient’s bedside verifying 2 patient 
identifiers per policy. Remember to always insure the 5 Rights of medication administration. 

 
Code 64:  Cardiopulmonary resuscitation is known as a “super-spreading” event; as such we need to 
optimize protection for those involved in our Code 64 team.  Hoods have been allocated to Respiratory, as 
well as the Physician’s Assistants for these events. Respiratory will bring a hood for the Code Team ICU 
Nurse as well. To minimize exposure, limit the number of rescuers in the room to only those required. Other 
than the addition of the available PPE, there are no changes to the Code 64 Policy. 
 
Prone Position:   COVID-19 patients may require prone positioning.  This task requires the assistance of 
four to five staff members. A Prone Team is being established to help prone a patient when needed.   
 

 


